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Bticherschau. 



Der Bericht des Kommissars fur 
Erziehungswesen. Eben erscheint der 
zweite Band dieses Berichtes fur das 
Jahr 1897-98. Es sind nun zehn 
Jahre verflossen, seit Dr. W. T. Har- 
ris an der Spitze der Abteilung fiir 
Erziehungswesen steht. Einen passende- 
ren Mann hatte die Regierung fiir diesen 
Posten nicht finden konnen; denn was er 
in diesem Dezennium fiir die Entwicklung 
der amerikanischen Schule geleistet hat, 
grenzt ans Unglaubliche. Auch die beiden 
letzten Bande sind wahre Fundgruben pa- 
dagogischer Weisheit, und wir raten un- 
seren Lesern eine griindliche Durchsicht 
derselben an. Aus dem statistischen Teil 
ftihren wir das Folgende an: 

Im Jahre 1897-98 hatten wir 72,737,100 
Einwohner. Unter diesen befanden sich 
21,458,294 schulpflichtige Kinder. Von 
diesen besuchten Privat- und andere Schu- 
len 9%, offentliche Schulen und Colleges 
17,172,935, eine Zunahme von 432,550. Im 
Durchschnitt wurden die Schulen an 143.1 
Schultagen besucht. Die Ausgaben fiir 
offentliche Schulen betrugen $194,020,470. 
Fiir Lehrer- und Superintendenten-Gehal- 
ter wurden $123,809,419 verausgabt. Die 
Einnahmen beliefen sich dagegen auf 
$199,317,597. In 32 Staaten bestehen jetzt 
Schulzwanggesetze. 

Die Bestrebungen unseres Lehrerbundes 
hatten keinen machtigeren und erfolgrei- 
cheren Forderer in dem hohen Amte er- 
halten konnen als Dr. Harris. Die wun- 
derbare Umgestaltung des amerikanischen 
Volksschulwesens inbezug auf Ziele und 
Methode des modernsprachlichen Unter- 
richts ist zum grossen Teil sein Werk. 
Wer hatte vor zehn Jahren auch nur 
ahnen konnen, dass man unseren Forde- 
rungen in dem Umfange gerecht werden 
konnte, wie es das Zwolferkomitee in sei- 
nem Berichte (Band 2, Seite 1391—1421) 
gethan hat. Jeder von unseren Lesern 
muss diesen Bericht lesen, ganz und oft 
lesen. Stimmen wir auch nicht mit allem 
iiberein, was darin gesagt ist, so weht uns 
doch aus dieser Arbeit ein so frischer, 
freier Geist grundlicher, unparteiischer 
Forschung an, dass man sich von ganzem 
Herzen iiber eine solche Arbeit freut. 
Wir sollten bei unserem Wirken die gege- 
benen Winke beherzigen*). Monographien 
von grosser Bedeutung und litterarischem 
wie padagogischem Wert sind folgende 



*) Eine Besprechung dieses hochwichtigen 
Berichtes ist uns fiir die nachste Nummer in 
Aussicht gestellt. D. Red. 



Beitrage: "Physical Training" by Prof. C. 
M. Hartwell (Band I, Seite 487—590) und 
"History of Foreign Influence upon Edu- 
cation in the U. S." by Prof. B. A. Hins- 
dale. (Band I, Seite 591—629.) Wir len- 
ken die Aufmerksamkeit unserer Turnleh- 
rer ganz speziell auf die Arbeit des Herrn 
Hartwell. e. D. 

Drillmaster in German based on 
systematic gradation and steady repetit- 
ion. By Solomon Deutsch, A. M., Ph. 
D. For Schools and private study. New 
York, William R. Jenkins. 

The authors purpose is to produce a book 
for those "who desire to acquire a know- 
ledge of the German language not merely 
for reading or writing but more especially 
for speaking." 

The book consists of four hundred and 
twenty pages of disconnected exercises. On 
one page are the exercises in German, on 
the opposite page the English translation 
of them. This plan is followed through- 
out the book. A person who has had the 
persistency to work through these exer- 
cises will doubtless acquire a great many 
words and phrases. But the book is not 
adapted for school use. The fact that even 
the different parts of the same exercise 
have no unity of subject will prevent a 
pupil from taking an interest in the mat- 
ter presented. And the translation of 
every German sentence from beginning to 
end will not allow the pupil to become 
conscious of making progress. When a 
boy has mastered some simple words and 
phrases he feels insulted by the constant 
repitition of their translation. He will 
not learn to feel the force of the German 
so long as the English is before his eye 
on the opposite page. Moreover such a 
book makes the work of the teacher as 
well as that of the pupil merely mechan- 
ical. J. A. B. 

A Course in German Composition, 
Conversation and Grammar Review, 
for use in schools and colleges by Wil- 
helm Bernhardt, Ph. D. Boston, Ginn 
& Co. 

This volume is a result of the author's 
teaching in the High School of Washing- 
ton, D. C. The work of the experienced 
teacher is apparent throughout. The book 
is divided into thirty-two lessons and is 
designed to furnish material for a years' 
work in composition, one lesson a week. 

The basis of each lesson Is a connected 
passage of German. From each passage 
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several grammatical principles are dedu- 
ced and illustrated. An English paragraph 
on the same subject for translation into 
German is given. A list of questions on 
the reading lesson serves as an exercise 
in conversation and a drill on vocabulary 
closes each lesson. The German selections 
are all interesting and carefully graded, 
and the exercises are constructed in a 
rational manner. In the hands of a sens- 
ible teacher the book will be of great 
valme. J. A. B. 

L'Arrabbiata von Paul Heyse, edited 
for school use with material for prose 
composition by Jttax Lentz. American 
Book Company. 

This edition of this charming short story 
is admirably adapted for early reading. 
The few foot-notes are such as will aid 
the student to understand the text and 
will not distract his attention. The ma- 
terials for composition, based on the text, 
are simple and well arranged. The voca- 
bulary is complete and the meanings of 
the words well chosen. The type through- 
out is neat and clear. In fact the little 
book is attractive in every respect. 

J. A. B. 

Minna von Barnhelm oder das Sol- 
datengliick. Ein Lustspiel in funf Auf- 
zugen von Ephraim Leasing. With re- 
productions of twelve etchings by Chodo- 
wiecki, and a portrait of Lessing, and an 
Introduction and Notes by A. B. Nichols, 
Instructor in Harvard University. New 
York, Henry Holt & Co., 1898. 

Lessing's plays, it has been said, are 
more the products of mature reflection 
than of spontaneous imaginative genius, 
but Goethe pointed out the fact that Les- 
sing was after all not a man of mere cold 
intellect but of warm and cultured feel- 
ing, of kindly humanity, whose very heart 
is felt throbbing and pulsating in what- 
ever he wrote. 

His Minna von Barnhelm possesses 
many qualities that make it interesting 
and elevating; among its most prominent 
characteristics are careful delineation of 
human actions, genial humor, patriotism, 
and a subtle charm enhanced by simple 
style. The dialogue is never stiff and con- 
ventional. Around the hero, Major von 
Tellheim, are pleasingly grouped the 
other characters. — Minna frank and 
free yet possessing- womanly grace, the 
"sprightly but sensible" Franziska, a gal- 
lant soldier called Werner whose noble 
traits are fully appreciated by this sens- 
ible but sprightly maid, the "coarse and 
crossgrained" servant Just, a landlord 
with more cringing inquisitiveness than 
honesty and tact, a French "chevalier" 
skilled in the ingenious act of "correcting 
fortune." Minna von Barnhelm was the 
first great national comedy and thus marks 



an epoch in the development of Germaa 
drama; it has never been excelled. It Is 
German in style, sentiment, manners, sub- 
ject-matter, and scene, and yet is inten- 
sely popular in foreign lands, as is at- 
tested, for instance, by the many annota- 
ted editions that have appeared in this 
country and in England. 

The edition of Mr. Nichols is one of the 
best that have been prepared for use in 
America, though its equipment is not as 
full and complete as that of Professor 
Cutting's book. The Introduction is divi- 
ded into four chapters. The first gives a 
general view of the historical background, 
and while this play is not necessarily an 
'historical drama', a brief sketch of the 
events immediately preceding the time of 
the action is quite essential; this sketch 
is accompanied by a rough map which 
shows the places prominently connected 
with the Seven Years' War. Then follows 
a chapter on the composition and produc- 
tion of Minna von Barnhelm in which 
it is shown that Lessing's experiences in 
Breslau as secretary to General von 
Tauentzien furnished him with dramatic 
material, and that, although, he pub- 
lished nothing during the years of his 
stay here, he pursued his studies assidu- 
ously, read extensively, outlined his 
Laokoon, collected some books, sketched 
the Minna, and after his return to Berlin 
applied himself to the completion of this 
comedy, using the greatest care and read- 
ing it aloud act by act to a friend for 
criticism. The third part of the Intro- 
duction treats of dramatic structure in 
general, but with special reference to the 
play in question; the treatment is very 
similar to that in the editor's second 
edition of Schiller's Jungfrau von Orleans 
published in 1894, the structure being re- 
presented graphically by a figure or dia- 
gram. As many students and some 
teachers have a somewhat misty concep- 
tion of the technique of the drama, this 
will be found useful. The last chapter 
discusses the literary significance of Minna 
von Barnhelm; it gives first a brief survey 
of German literature before Lessing; 
refers to the great transformation that 
came over Prussia during the reign of 
Frederick the Great, makes an interesting 
comparison between the military activity 
of Frederick and the literary activity of 
Lessing, and then states that "the Minna 
is a national drama in that it draws its 
inspiration and its theme from German 
life, that it puts typical German figures 
on the stage, that it addresses itself to 
German thought and feeling, and that it 
has enriched a common mother-tongue, 
not that it incidentally deals with 
politics." 

Thirty-seven pages are denoted to the 
Notes which have the qualities that Mr. 



